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MISSION STATEMENT:
Together, we live, grow, share, and serve with the Love of Jesus.

VISION STATEMENT:
Inspired by the Holy Spirit, we strive to be good stewards
to our church and community. We welcome all to worship,
engage all with compassion, encourage all to discover Jesus,
follow the scriptures and share our talents to fulfill our mission.

Holy Trinity Parish St. Gregory Parish
Mass Schedule Mass Schedule
Tuesday 8:00am Wednesday 8:00am
Thursday 6:00pm Friday 8:00am

Sunday 8:00am Saturday 4:00pm
7:00pm Sunday 10:00am

Praying of the Rosary begins 30 minutes before each Mass.

Confessions Confessions

Sunday 7:30am Saturday 3:30pm
Sunday 9:30am

11928 Marken Road PO Box 199, 212 Church Street

Kiel (School Hill), Wl 53042 St. Nazianz, WI 54232
920-773-2380 920-773-2511




SECOND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Parish News

Second Collection: Retirement Collection - Next
weekend, our parishes will take part in the Retirement
Collection, a heartfelt opportunity to support those who have
spent their lives serving God and our communities. This
special collection benefits the National Retirement Fund for
Religious (supporting retired sisters, brothers, and religious
order priests) and Diocesan Priests Retirement Fund
(helping care for our senior priests in the diocese). You may
choose to support one or both funds using the envelope
provided in the bulletin and in back of church. Let's come
together in gratitude and generosity to ensure they receive
the care and dignity they deserve.

Indoor Walking Available SG Parish Center is available to
walkers during normal hours of operation. (Monday-
Thursday 8am-noon; If interested in walking during the
afternoon, please call ahead.)

Advent Devotionals: Little Blue Books are available at the
back of church for a donation. Books cost $1.60 each to
purchase. Word Among Us for Advent is available for no
cost.

“Keep Christ in Christmas” yard signs continue to be
available at the back of each of the parishes. Signs are
sponsored by Knights of Columbus Council 16729.

Holy Trinity Adoration will be the First Sunday of the month;
9-11:30am beginning in January for a three-month trial.
Adoration watchers needed. Sign-up sheets are at the back
of church.

Christian Women: Calendars -Thank you to everyone who
sold calendars! There are still calendars available to sell
throughout the holidays. Additional calendars can be picked
up from the back of HT parish or HT parish office. All
calendars and money need to be turned in by December 315t
Bake Sale will be December 7.

Holy Trinity Perch Fry Raffle Donations Due
December 15. Donations received after December

15, will not be printed on the raffle ticket, but will be ]‘n Fry
acknowledged on signage and winner notifications.

We prefer cash, gift cards, or gift certificates. Donations can
be given to any committee member or dropped off at the
parish office. Thank you.

Worship Schedule

Saturday, Dec 6— Weekday
4pm SG Joan Jacquette Family

Sunday, Dec 7—Second Sunday of Advent
8am HT + Deceased Members of the Bonde Family
10am SG + Dale Christel
7pm HT People of Holy Trinity & St. Gregory Parishes

Tuesday, Dec 9—Advent Weekday
8am HT Guy & Mary Jo Grube Family

Wednesday, Dec 10—Advent Weekday
8am SG + Fred & Isabelle Stiefvater

Thursday, Dec 11—Advent Weekday
6pm HT Jan & Kathleen Grube Family

Friday, Dec 12—Our Lady of Guadalupe
8am SG Rene & Judy Jelinek Family

Saturday, Dec 13—St. Lucy, Virgin & Martyr
4pm SG + Baudhuin Family

Sunday, Dec 14—Third Sunday of Advent
8am HT + Stanley, Wayne, Kevin Binversie, & Laurie Binversie-Heckman
10am SG People of Holy Trinity & St. Gregory Parishes
7pm HT Kyle & Elizabeth Grundl Family

Sanctuary Candles
December 8—December 14
are burning in memory/honor of:

HT: Living & Deceased Members of the Meyer Family
SG: The Sick, Caregivers

Pray for the Sick

Mary Mueller, Kay Binversie, Fritz Koeppen, Mary Jo Koeppen,
Jim Riesterer, Ken Schmidt, Julie Binversie, John McDonald,
Bernard (Bud) Dewane, Tony B, Travis Elliott, Cindy, Dennis
Lenz, Brian K, Jim Vogel, Laura Logsdon, John Blattner, Al
Riesterer, SG Parish Family.

To add or remove a name from this listing,
a family member should contact the parish office.

Solemnity of
Immaculate Conception
Monday, December 8
6pm Mass at SG
(Holy Day of Obligation)
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In observance of the holy day,
parish offices will be closed.

Pray for our Servicemen & women

The following parish  family
=™ members are serving our nation in

s tho Armed Forces:

S—

Jesse Augustine, Kurt Binversie,
Sydney Binversie, Connor Faucett,
Alex Koenig, Dustin Koenig, Matthew Koenig, Samuel
Koenig, Adam Satori, Anton Simon

Please contact the office to have your loved one’s name
added/removed from the list.



DECEMBER)
CNP
Sun Dec 7 Christian Women Bake Sale

Mon Dec 8 Caring Hearts & Hands Mtg 1pm SG
Tues Dec 9 SG Finance Mtg 6pm; Parish Council 7pm

Dates to Remember

Thoughts for Today’s Readings

To the Point: This week’s gospel introduces John the
Baptist, often called the last of the Old
Testament prophets. John is a brilliant example
of the gospel proclamation, particularly because
of his way of living. He is depicted as a
wilderness man, living in the desert, eating
locusts and wild honey — this cannot help but provoke our
curiosity. In his time, John’s unique ascetic way of life gives
credibility to his preaching, not the other way around. In ours,
hypocrisy in the church is one of the great counter-witnesses
to the love of Christ. The church is holy primarily because
Christ is holy, not because we are, but we are nonetheless
called to follow after that holiness as best we can. John calls
us to repentance and to seek the kingdom of God, especially
as we serve in ministerial roles within the church. Our lives
can, like John, bring people toward Jesus. If we are not
careful, however, we can also push them away.

%

To Experience: Given the broken and war-torn state of our
world today, it might be difficult to trust that the peace and
justice of God will ever come to fruition. Violence and conflict
seem to prevail in our families, our neighborhoods, our
countries, and throughout the world. This can overwhelm us
and make us feel small and useless in the face of evil.
Today’s readings invite us to trust above all in the kingship of
Christ, who will bring peace and will bring justice. The
Christian faith is one of hope rather than despair, life rather
than death, and light rather than darkness.

1. The psalm speaks of the “profound peace” that God
brings. Where do you need God'’s peace in your life, and
how can you bring peace to those around you?

2. Paul reminds us that the Scriptures can be a source of
hope in the Christian life. Which stories or passages from
Scripture have you found most encouraging?

Source: Living Liturgy 2026, Liturgical Press

Mass Readings for Week of Dec 8 — Dec14

Readings Gospel
Mon/Dec 8 Genesis 3:9-15, 20

Ephesians 1:3-6, 11-12 Luke 1:26-38
Tues/Dec 9 Isaiah 40:1-11 Matthew 18:12-14
Wed/Dec10 Isaiah 40:25-31 Matthew 11:28-30
Thurs/Dec 11 Isaiah 41:13-20 Matthew 11:11-15
Fri/Dec 12 Revelation 11:19a;

12:1-6a 10ab Luke 1:39-47

Sat/Dec 13 Sirach 48:1-4, 9-11 Matthew 17:9a, 10-13
Sun/Dec 14 Philippians 4:4-5

James 5:7-10 Matthew 11:2-11

The Path of Humility
My Dear Friends in Christ,

A woman claimed that she had the power to perform
miracles. Crowds of people flocked to her house. The bishop,
who heard about this, sent a priest to find out if God's power
was truly at work in the woman. The priest went to the
woman's house via a muddy path filled with filth and asked
the woman to wash his muddy slippers and feet. The woman
refused. The priest returned to the bishop and told him that
the power of God was not in the woman even to the measure
of a mustard seed because she did not have even a trace of
humility.

As we prepare for the coming of Christ in this holy season of
Advent, the Gospel reading introduces John the Baptist, a
rugged prophet calling us to the wilderness to "Repent, for
the kingdom of heaven has come near".

His message breaks through the noise of our busy lives,
demanding a preparation that is more than just outward
appearances or religious status.

Much like the woman in the story who claimed the power to
perform miracles but lacked the fundamental grace of
humility, we can fall into the trap of spiritual pride. The woman
refused to wash the dusty feet of the priest because she saw
herself as above such a lowly act. Her refusal revealed the
absence of genuine divine power, which is always rooted in
a servant heart.

John the Baptist, in stark contrast, demonstrated true
humility. Despite drawing massive crowds, he insisted that he
was not the Messiah and was not even worthy to perform the
most menial task for the one who was coming: "I am not
worthy to carry his sandals". He knew his purpose was simply
to point to Jesus and decrease so that Christ might increase.
Where there is no humility, the power of God cannot be
expected. The life of Saint John the Baptist himself was a
sign of simplicity and humility. He shunned luxury, wore
simple clothes, ate simple food, hated arrogance, and did his
work in the desert.

Let us follow the path of John the Baptist this week, shedding
our pride and making a straight path for the Lord, so that we
may greet the coming King with genuine humility and a
repentant spirit.

Are we ready to bend down and wash some muddy feet?

Come, Lord Jesus, Come!
Father Josuva



Advent Food Drive

Thank you to all who have been very generous with food
items and cash. They are so much appreciated.

Week One — paper products (paper towels, tissues, toilet
paper)

Week Two — boxes of potato mixes, shampoo, brownie or
cake mixes

Week Three — canned vegetables (carrots, beets, potatoes,
beans) and fruits

Week Four — cookies, peanut butter
(smooth), tuna in oil

There are boxes/baskets in the entries
of both parishes.

Thank you for your anticipated
donations.

L

Merry Christmas and God bless all of you.
Faye Riesterer (773-2422), Food Pantry Coordinator

Advent Penance Services

Thursday, December 11 4pm — 5:30pm (HT)
Wednesday, December 17 6pm — 7:30pm (SG)

Penance services will begin at stated start time and include
a scripture reading, a brief homily, and examination of
conscience. Additional priests will be available at each
service for individual confession.

Vespers

Vespers with Incense Psalm
Holy Trinity Parish
5:30 pm; Thursdays during Advent
December 4th, 11th, 18th

» The liturgy of the hours is prayed by all priests and
deacons and a large number of the lay faithful.
Vespers is the evening prayer that priests and
deacons are tasked with praying every day.

» Vespers, also called Evening Prayer, takes place as
dusk begins to fall. Evening Prayer gives thanks for
the day just past and makes an evening sacrifice of
praise to God.

» Together with incense, vespers is a powerful way to
pray, and thank God for the day. (Psalm 141:2) “Let
my prayer be counted as incense before thee, and
the lifting up of my hands as an evening sacrifice!”

We will be praying Vespers to prepare ourselves during the
season of Advent, for the coming Christmas season.

Mass Schedule

Feast of the Immaculate Conception
6pm (SG) Monday, December 8 et
(Holy Day of Obligation) e

Rorate Mass
7am (SG) Saturday, December 13
What is a Rorate Mass? It is a traditional Advent
devotion where the “Mass of the Blessed Virgin Mary
of Advent” is offered just before dawn. The interplay between light

and darkness speak to the meaning of Advent and the coming of
the Light of the World.

Christmas Eve
4pm (HT) Wednesday, December 24
9pm (SG) Wednesday, December 24

Christmas Day
8am (HT) Thursday, December 25
10am (SG) Friday, December 25

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
5pm (SG) Wednesday, December 31
9am (HT) Thursday, January 1
(Holy Day of Obligation)

St. Gregory & Holy Trinity “Boxes of Love”
Nursing Home/ Assisted Living/ Home Bound Collection:

December 1 -15

A suggested shopping list can be picked up at the back of
church and is posted on the collection boxes. Collection
boxes are in the back of each church.

Thank you for your kind donations!

SG Christmas Choir

Anyone interested in being a part of the SG Christmas choir
is invited to attend rehearsals on the following Mondays:
December 8 (immediately after Mass), 15, and 22.
Rehearsals begin at 6:30pm and conclude about 8pm. The
SG choir will be singing prior to the start of Mass and
throughout each of the Christmas Masses.

Christmas Greetings Across Miles & I

Fr. Anthony Ibekwe
809 Summer Breeze Dr. #1310
Baton Rouge, LA 70810

Remember these important people who served
our parishes in the past with a Christmas card!

Sister Jane Barman
3810 N. 92nd Street
Milwaukee, WI 53222

Fr. Bill Brunner
25 N. Elgin Ave
Sturgeon Bay, WI 54235

Fr. Patrick Nelson
4300 Mt Carmel Dr NE
Ada, MI 49301-2397
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Last order being placed before Christmas
is Monday, December 15 (for both parishes).
Order Soon!

A great gift for family/friends

St. Nicholas
Feast Day: December 6

When is St. Nicholas Day?
St. Nicholas Day is celebrated on December 6. In 2025, this is on a Saturday.

Who is St. Nicholas?

St. Nicholas was a bishop of an ancient Greek town called Myra, in present-day Turkey. He
may have attended the first Council of Nicaea, where he is rumored to have punched Arius, a heretic,
in the face. He was born around March 15, 270 and died on December 6, 343.

St. Nicholas always had a love for the poor and would work for their benefit. The story goes
that there was a poor man in town with no money for a dowry for his daughters. No dowry meant no
marriage, which would have left his daughters to be sold into a life of servitude. Late one night, St.
Nicholas dropped a bag of money down the chimney of the family home, thus allowing the daughters
a dowry.

Most famously, he is the real-life historical figure from whom we get Santa Claus. His
generosity inspired the "chubby and plump, a right jolly old elf" - Santa meaning Saint and Claus is short for Nicholas.

St. Nicholas Day Traditions

On December 5, the eve of St. Nicholas Day, children traditionally leave a shoe or a boot in front of the fireplace. The next
morning the shoe is filled with small gifts, like coins, candy and oranges. The coins are given in remembrance of the coins St. Nicholas
left the girls in need of a dowry and oranges are given to signify the gold that St. Nicholas gave away to those in need. This tradition
comes from the legends of St. Nicholas’ generosity and led to the celebration of Santa Claus on Christmas Day today. In some
countries, like Germany and Austria, St. Nicholas is accompanied by his counterpart the Krampus. Much like the legend of Santa
Claus, the Krampus will leave coal in the shoes of misbehaving children. Children are encouraged to participate in acts of kindness to
stay off of the Krampus’ naughty list.

In some countries people begin St. Nicholas Day celebrations with a parade. Many end their day with a celebratory meal. And since
St. Nicholas is the patron saint of unmarried women, in Italy it's not just children who receive gifts.

One fun way to celebrate is to make traditional St. Nicholas cookies. In the United States gingerbread and sugar cookies are
the most popular while in countries such as the Netherlands and Germany make spice cookies and peppermint cookies. The spice
cookies are made into the shape of St. Nicholas - complete with a Bishop’s miter and staff!

Another tradition that is observed is to perform random acts of kindness on St. Nicholas’ feast day. You could drop off a
grocery store gift card to those in need, give books to your parish to use at Christmas, anonymously pay the utility bill of someone in
need or donate gifts to local foster care programs. Spend time as a family brainstorming what you can do to serve your community just
as St. Nicholas did when he was alive.

Who is St. Nicholas the Patron Saint of?

A patron saint is a saint who is known for praying for and helping people in specific walks of life or particular circumstances.
Saints are typically patron saints of people, things and situations that were similar to experiences they had when they were alive.

St. Nicholas is the patron saint of children, bakers, brides, unmarried women, grooms, sailors and travelers. Because he was
persecuted for his faith we can to pray for all people who are being persecuted around the world. He was a Bishop, so we can ask him
to intercede for bishops. And he helped the poor, sick and suffering, so we can ask him to pray for those most in need in our
communities.

The story of St. Nicholas is fun to know and a great way to remind us and our kids
that Christmas is about more than just presents.

https://www.dynamiccatholic.com/advent/about-st-nicholas.html




Parish Project Updates

HT Parish Office Project Following the November council
meetings, Fr. Josuva accepted the recommendation from
parishioners and council members to move forward with
Option 2: Repurpose existing classrooms within the church
building. The committee is currently meeting with contractors.

SG Sound Project Work has been happening behind the
scenes in preparation for the sound system installation. The
sanctuary candle has been moved, outlets for the speakers
have been installed in the front pillars, and behind-the-
scenes wiring has been put in. Unfortunately, Northern
Sound and Video could not begin installation during the
first two weeks of December because of another
commitment. Based on that information and consideration
of the church decorations remaining in place throughout
the Christmas season (until Baptism of the Lord on
January 11™), the new date to begin the sound system
installation is January 14.

Community Events

Fridays — Sundays, December 5 - December 21 Timm House
Christmas, 1600 Wisconsin Avenue, New Holstein. Fridays 5pm-
8pm; Saturdays and Sunday 11am-3pm. Visit the beautiful Timm
House decorated with the Nutcracker Ballet Christmas theme.
Bring your family and friends for a memorable outing. Adults (13+)
$5, Children 6-12 $2.50, Under 6 free. Proceeds benefit the New
Holstein Historical Society.

Dec 6-7 Christmas at Sinawa, Camp Sinawa, 9113 Sinawa Road,
Valders. 4pm-8pm each night. Decorated cabins, wagon rides,
Santa, bonfires, carolers and musicians. Hot dogs, burgers, chili,
warm drinks, and Christmas cookies sold in the lodge. $10 per
person or $30 per carload (babies and toddlers are free). Dress for
the elements. Proceeds benefit Camp Sinawa.

Area Parish Events &
Faith Formation Opportunities

Dec 5-7 Living Nativity — Come! Celebrate the Birth of Jesus!
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church, 441 Millersville Ave, Howards Grove.
Fri: 6pm-9pm; Sat 6pm-9pm; Sun 4pm-7pm; Live 15-minute
presentations of the Christmas story with animals. Cookies, warm
drinks, and musical entertainment in gym. View beautiful nativities
in the commons. Free admission, parking, and refreshments.

Sat Dec 6 Holiday Fest, St. Michael Parish,110 W Menasha Ave,
Whitelaw. 9am-2pm. Huge Christmas cookie and candy sale $9/lb;
Chili Sale (carryouts only) $4 pint, $8 quart, $30 gallon; Basket
Raffle; White Elephant Sale.

Dec 6-7 The Wonder of Christmas: Nativity Display; St. James
Episcopal Church, 434 N 8" St, Manitowoc. Sat: 11am-4pm; Sun:
1pm—4pm; Live Music, Scavenger Hunt, Refreshments. Free.

Fri Dec 12 Christmas Concert “Waiting Well” Tour with Aly
Aleigha; St. Francis of Assisi Parish,1121 N 14" St, Manitowoc.
6-9pm. An elegant concert of re-imagined Christmas favorites & Aly
Aleigha’s original Indie-folk music followed by a time of Advent
Adoration with worship music concluding with a social with
appetizers. Free event. (more info: www.aly-aleigha.com)

Sat Dec 13 All Things are Possible with God: Concert; SS Peter
& Paul Church, 413 Fremont St, Kiel. 6pm. A musical celebration
of hope for the Advent & Christmas seasons. Free concert featuring
John Angotti, Dion Clay, J.T. Brown, John Paciga, & other guests.

Jan 6 — Feb 10 Learning on the Journey: A Winter Series on
Catholic Faith, Practices, and Perspectives; Roncalli High
School, 2000 Mirro Drive, Manitowoc. Tuesdays 6-7pm with social
to follow. No reading, no homework, no cost. Childcare available;
Attend as many or as few dates as you like. Register by emailing
theology@roncallicatholicschools.org. Advanced registration not
required but is appreciated.

Advent Week 2.: Faith

Prepare the way of the Lord,

make straight his paths.
Luke 3:4

Religious
Educatiof
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Liturgical Ministers
December 12 & 13

Greeters:
4pm SG: Scott & Melissa Frost
8am HT: Dennis & Lois Albright
10am SG: Rene & Judy Jelinek
7pm HT: Volunteers

Readers:
4pm SG: Tom Kopanski
8am HT: Nancy Augustine
10am SG: Steve Noworatzky
7pm HT: Matt Schneider

Extra Ordinary Ministers of the Eucharist:
4pm SG: Jill Riesterer, Meg Post
8am HT: Carol Heinzen, Grace Salm
10am SG: Jean Blattner, Tre Waldren
7pm HT: None

Ushers:
4pm SG: Bill Wachal, Amy Kopanski
8am HT: Al Fischer, Joseph Meyer, Randy Neils
10am SG: Lyle Schwoerer, Rene Jelinek
7pm HT: Volunteers

Servers:
4pm SG: Landon Herzog
8am HT: Adam & Paul Faust
10am SG: Kevin Halverson
7pm HT: Logan Arnold

Scrip:
4pm SG: Marlene Zutz
8am HT: Barb Hruby
10am SG: Judy Jelinek


mailto:theology@roncallicatholicschools.org

WEEKEND OF DECEMBER 6 & 7, 2025

Holy Trinity Stewardship for November 30, 2025

Weekly Fiscal Year Budget

Envelopes $ 1,260.00 $125,200.00
Loose $ 9517 $ 16,000.00
Total $1,355.17 $141,200.00
Support Budget/Week $2,715.00 $ 57,249.94 received

for year

Difference This Week $-1,359.83 $ 83,950.06 needed by
6/30/26

Green Sunday: $535.00
Christmas Flowers: $685.00
Thanksgiving: $485.00

November Total: $610.00

St. Gregory Stewardship: November 29 & 30, 2025

Weekly Fiscal Year Budget

Envelopes $2,767.00 $181,895.00
Loose $ 593.00 $ 14,210.00
Total Env. & Loose $3,360.00 $196,105.00
Support Budget/Week  $3,771.25 $ 69,677.97 received

for year

$1 26,42703 needed by
6/30/26

Difference this Week -$ 411.25

Total November Green Sunday: $590.00
Christmas Flowers: $835.00
Thanksgiving: $644.00

Holy Trinity Scrip Program

Scrip is sold in the parish office:

Monday—Thursday 8am-Noon
Before and after 8am Mass on Sunday

Scrip Coordinator questions~920-773-2380

Sales ending November 30 — $1,230 (includes online sales)
Profits ending November 30 — $43.00 (includes online sales)

Thank you to all who continue to purchase SCRIP!

HT Christian Women Calendar Winners are...

Nov 23 $30 Max Ames, Centennial, CO #1921
Nov 24 $20 Mike Vogel, Kiel #1214
Nov 25 $20 Joseph Meyer, Kiel #0997
Nov 26 $20 Jan Bennin, New Holstein #0237
Nov 27 $100 Ryan Reseburg, Kiel #1313
Nov 28 $20 Stacey Knoener, Valders #0714
Nov 29 $20 Mason Valenstein, Mt. Horeb #0183

St. Gregory Scrip Program

Scrip is sold in the parish office:
Monday—Thursday 8am-Noon
After Masses Saturday and Sunday

Scrip Coordinators: Marlene Zutz 920-901-4581
Sue Popp 920-773-2319

Scrip sales for week ending November 30: $6,640.00
3% (average) profit to the parish: $199.20

Thank you everyone who purchases Scrip!

Bulletin Deadline

Bulletin submissions must be received the

Tuesday two weeks prior to the date of print.
December 20 & 21 Bulletin

Submission Deadline is Tuesday, December 9

Parish Outreach

SG Nursing Home/Assisted Living: Melissa Frost 773-3270
SG Caring Hearts & Hands: Melissa Frost 773-3270

SG Food Pantry: Faye Riesterer 773-2422

SG Prayer Line: Contact the parish office.
HT Prayer Line: Contact the parish office.
Would you like to receive Communion at home?

St. Gregory Parishioners please contact: Mary Olig 775-4756
or the parish office 773-2511.

Holy Trinity Parishioners please contact: Dennis and Karen
Graf 693-8700 or the parish office 920-773-2380.

Sacraments

Baptism, Marriage: Call the Parish Office
Anointing of the Sick: Call the Parish Office

Parish Contacts

Rev. Josuva Arulanandu
920-200-6029
holytrinitystgregorypastor@gmail.com

Parish Administrator

Deacon Dcn. Gary Wilhelm
920-905-3478
denwilhelm@gmail.com

Holy Trinity Parish Office  Barb Hruby
920-773-2380
holytrinityparish@tds.net

St. Gregory Parish Office  Rita Steffen
920-773-2511
sgparishoffice@gmail.com

Religious Education Coord. Patty Wilhelm
920-773-2511
sgfaithformation@gmail.com
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