
FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT YEAR A 

THEME: JOSEPH, A MAN OF HONOR 

St. Joseph must be one of the underrated persons in history. Even the New Testament does not seem to do 
justice to him. We do not find any statement credited to him anywhere in the New Testament or anywhere 
else in history. We have no reason, of course to assume that he could not talk or he had nothing to say. 

All the same, from the little that the bible says about him we can say that he was truly a great man. A great 
person is not always the one that makes the loudest noise. All too often in the course of history, truly great 
persons have passed almost unnoticed, only for their real worth to emerge after they have gone. 

The greatness of St. Joseph can be seen in the role that God assigned to him; and how he played it 
perfectly. His role was to be the protector of the expected Messiah and his Virgin Mother, Mary. Christian 
tradition calls him the “foster father” of Jesus and the “chaste spouse” of the Virgin Mary. 

In those days in Palestine, the penalty for a woman getting pregnant out of wedlock was death by stoning. 
If Mary could not explain the source of her pregnancy, she would have been liable to that penalty. It was 
most unlikely that her townspeople would accept the story of the Holy Spirit being responsible for her 
pregnancy. It is even doubtful that they knew anything yet about the Holy Spirit. The One who was to 
reveal the Holy Spirit to the world had not yet been born; he was still in the womb of the Virgin Mary. So, 
God chose Joseph to stand in the stead of a father for Mary’s child. That was the message that the angel of 
the Lord brought to him in our Gospel reading today. And how well Joseph played the Role God gave to 
him. 

The reason why God chose Joseph from among other men was, according to our Gospel passage, that he 
was a man of honor. That is to say, he was what we would call today a perfect gentleman. Being such a 
man of honor, he did not wish to humiliate Mary, his betrothed. Rather, he wanted to spare her publicity 
and divorce her informally. 

But the moment the angel told him in a dream how Mary came about her pregnancy, Joseph asked no 
further questions. We are told that when he woke up, he did what the angel of the Lord had told him to do; 
he took his wife home. All that made him perfect choice for the role God had for him. And therein lay his 
greatness. 

My brothers and sisters in Christ, the life of St. Joseph proves that it pays to be good, to be considerate, 
and to show concern for other people’s feelings, their reputation, their good name and image. Joseph did 
all that with regard to Mary and her Son, Jesus Christ, the Savior of the world. In that way, he made an 
immense, unique and indispensable contribution to the saving mission of the Messiah himself. The 
Messiah needed an earthly father. Joseph provided one. What a man of honor indeed. 

As we prepare to celebrate the birthday of our Savior, Like St. Joseph, we are also expected to effectively 
carry out the duties God has assigned to us either as a mother, a father or a child. 


