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MISSION STATEMENT:
Together, we live, grow, share, and serve with the Love of Jesus.

VISION STATEMENT:
Inspired by the Holy Spirit, we strive to be good stewards
to our church and community. We welcome all to worship,
engage all with compassion, encourage all to discover Jesus,
follow the scriptures and share our talents to fulfill our mission.

Holy Trinity Parish St. Gregory Parish
Mass Schedule Mass Schedule
Tuesday 8:00am Wednesday 8:00am
Thursday 6:00pm Friday 8:00am

Sunday 8:00am Saturday 4:00pm
7:00pm Sunday 10:00am

Praying of the Rosary begins 30 minutes before each Mass.

Confessions Confessions

Sunday 7:30am Saturday 3:30pm
Sunday 9:30am

11928 Marken Road PO Box 199, 212 Church Street

Kiel (School Hill), Wl 53042 St. Nazianz, WI 54232
920-773-2380 920-773-2511




FOURTH SUNDAY OF ADVENT

Parish News

Second Collection: Religious Retirement Collection
Thank you to everyone who gave so generously to last
weekend’'s Retirement Collection — SHARE IN THE CARE.
Your kindness helps provide essential care, housing, and
support for our retired sisters, brothers, religious order
priests, and senior diocesan priests: faithful servants who
have spent their lives ministering to us.
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Parish Office Hours Offices will close at noon
on December 23 and reopen on Monday,
December 29.

Year-End Giving If you have end-of-year
giving, please be sure to have it in by
Tuesday, December 30. Anything
postmarked January 1 or later will not be
accepted for 2025 giving. Thank you.
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No 8am Mass will be offered on Friday, December 26.

St. Gregory Feast Day Join us in celebrating the Feast Day
of our patron, St. Gregory of Nazianzen. On Saturday,
January 3, a Rosary procession will take place in church at
3:15pm with Mass to follow at 4pm. Light refreshments will
be served after Mass. Please plan to join us!

Indoor Walking Available SG Parish Center is available to
walkers during normal hours of operation. (Monday-
Thursday 8am-noon; If interested in walking during the
afternoon, please call ahead.)

Ministry Schedule: The January and February Ministry
Schedules have been emailed. Copies are available at the
back of church.

Holy Trinity Adoration will be the First Sunday of the month;
9-11:30am beginning in January for a three-month trial.
Adoration watchers needed. Sign-up sheets are at the back
of church.

Caroling in School Hill Saturday, January 3, 4:30-6pm;
meet in the parish hall. Join us as we share Christmas cheer
with our neighbors. Hospitality to follow. Call Holy Trinity
Parish office with questions.

Holy Trinity Website has a new look! Check it out.

Christian Women: Calendars -Thank you to everyone who
sold calendars! There are still calendars available to sell
throughout the holidays. Additional calendars can be picked
up from the back of HT parish or HT parish office. All
calendars and money need to be turned in by December 315,

Holy Trinity Perch Fry Raffle Donations will
continue to be accepted but will not be listed on the .
raffle ticket. However, they will be acknowledged on ]-‘” Fry
signage and winner notifications. We prefer cash,

gift cards, or gift certificates. Donations can be given to any
committee member or dropped off at the parish office. Thank
you.

Worship Schedule

Saturday, Dec 20— Late Advent Weekday
4pm SG + Litz & Junk Families

Sunday, Dec 21—Fourth Sunday of Advent
8am HT + People of Holy Trinity & St. Gregory Parishes
10am SG + Roberts & Kutz Families
7pm HT Andrew & Samantha Hansen Family

Tuesday, Dec 23—Late Advent Weekday
8am HT + David & Lauriel Hansen Family

Wednesday, Dec 24—L ate Advent Weekday
4pm HT + David Bartel, Norman & Delores Schad, Donna Basler
9pm SG People of St. Gregory Parish

Thursday, Dec 25—The Nativity of the Lord
8am HT + Dec’d Members of the Koenig & Schneider Families
10am SG + Joseph & Victoria DeSouza

Saturday, Dec 27—St. John, Apostle & Evangelist
4pm SG People of Holy Trinity & St. Gregory Parishes

Sunday, Dec 28—The Holy Family of Jesus, Mary & Joseph
8am HT + Lambert Steffen
10am SG + William Schwoerer
7pm HT Thomas & Janet Hansen Family

Sanctuary Candles
December 22—December 28
are burning in memory/honor of:

HT: Dec’d Members of the Koenig & Schneider Families
SG: Ron Christel, Ambrose Kaltenbrun

Pray for the Sick

Mary Mueller, Kay Binversie, Fritz Koeppen, Mary Jo Koeppen,
Jim Riesterer, Ken Schmidt, Julie Binversie, John McDonald,
Bernard (Bud) Dewane, Tony B, Travis Elliott, Cindy, Dennis
Lenz, Brian K, Jim Vogel, Laura Logsdon, John Blattner, Al
Riesterer, SG Parish Family.

To add or remove a name from this listing,
a family member should contact the parish office.

Pray for our Servicemen & women

The following parish  family
ﬁ members are serving our nation in
. s the Armed Forces:
S——
Jesse Augustine, Kurt Binversie,
Sydney Binversie, Connor Faucett,

Alex Koenig, Dustin Koenig, Matthew Koenig, Samuel
Koenig, Adam Satori, Anton Simon

Please contact the office to have your loved one’s name
added/removed from the list.
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Dec 24-26 Parish Offices Closed
Dec 31-Jan 2 Parish Offices Closed

Dates to Remember

p Thoughts for Today’s Readings

To the Point: “God has a plan!” More often than

not, these words are said to us when we have
been handed a large disappointment. In these cases, we're
stuck wondering whether our dreams for ourselves were
really contrary to God’s larger plan, or perhaps whether God
even does have something in mind for us. In the Scriptures
this week, the central proclamation of the prophet Isaiah, the
apostle Paul, and the angel (and even the evangelist
Matthew) is that God indeed does have a plan, for us and for
our salvation. In this iteration of “God has a plan,” it is
because God has already done something good, that God
has indeed been working on our behalf since time began.
The lector is privileged to proclaim this same good news from
the ambo, sharing God’s great message of hope today.
God’s inbreaking into history will be celebrated in less than
one week!

To Experience: If we believe in a God who is active in the
world around us, then we ought to look for signs of the
activity. We might not see an angel as Joseph did, but we
might be able to recognize God’s loving presence in the
unexpected kindness of a stranger, the beauty of a sunrise
that seems crafted just for us, a feeling of consolation in a
difficult challenge, and in a myriad of other places. All things
can point to the presence of the God who created them.

1. In this week’s gospel reading, Joseph has an experience
from God that changes his life’s trajectory, telling him to
take Mary into his home rather than divorcing her. Where
in your life have you recognized God’s guidance, whether
gentle or firm?

Source: Living Liturgy 2026, Liturgical Press

Mass Readings for Week of Dec 22 — Dec 28

Readings Gospel
Mon/Dec 22 | Samuel 1:24-28 Luke 1:46-56
Tues/Dec 23 Malachi 3:1-4, 23-24 Luke 1:57-66
Wed/Dec 24 Isaiah 9:1-6

Titus 2:11-14 Luke 2:1-14
Thurs/Dec 25 Isaiah 52:7-10

Hebrews 1:1-6 John 1:1-18
Fri/Dec 26 Acts 6:8-10; 7:54-59 Matthew 10:17-22
Sat/Dec 27 | John 1:1-4 John 20:1a & 2-8

Sun/Dec 28 Sirach 3:2-6, 12-14

Colossians 3:12-21 Matthew 2:13-15, 19-23

YOU ARE CALLED

In this Fourth Week of Advent St. Paul, in his
Letter to the Romans, tells us that he is a slave of
Christ, called to be an Apostle. It is worth noting here
that a slave is one who does his Master’s will, not his
own. The word Apostle means to be sent. So, St.
Paul is telling us he has been sent out to do his
Master’s will, his master, of course, being Jesus the
Christ. For St. Paul, this meant that he was to travel
the known world, preach to great crowds, and to
meet with individual groups of Christians to instruct
and guide them.

You too are called to be apostles so to
speak, by going out and making disciples of all
nations. Does this mean that everyone is to stand
on street corners preaching the gospel, or knocking
on doors? No, the laity is called through Baptism and
the other Sacraments to be a slave of Christ; to do
the will of Christ. It is through the Church that we
are called to help spread the Gospel and make
disciples for Jesus.

So, how is this supposed to be done? It
starts with prayer, not just private prayer but with the
public prayer of the Mass. Jesus called us to pray in
community as well as privately. It's at Mass where we
receive Jesus in his Word and physically in His Body.
The Eucharist is food for us to go out and do Christ’s
mission. Nowhere else will you get this than in
community at the Mass. We are also called to
participate publicly at devotions in the Church. There
is great power in community prayer.

Secondly, we have to serve others out of
love for Christ, especially the stranger. We are to
feed the hungry, give drink to the thirsty, clothe the
naked, house the homeless, visit the sick and
imprisoned, and bury the dead. These are merciful
acts that may take us outside the parish walls and
out into the greater mission field. When the
opportunity presents itself, how do we react?

Thirdly, let us talk about tithing to the Church.
We cannot go out and serve everyone personally, no
one can. But there are opportunities for tithing so
others can go and reach those in need in the name
of Jesus. The Bishop’s Appeal is the major fund to
reach out to those in our diocese. Through
donations on Missionary Sunday and to Catholic
Relief, you are helping to bring the Gospel to those
in the greater world. Maybe you also will see in the
upcoming year opportunities in your parish to help
those in need.

These are things that allow you to spread the
Gospel and make Disciples of all nations for Christ.
St. Paul and the Apostles didn't do it all by
themselves. We are the Church. We are willing
slaves of our Master, Jesus the Christ.

Viva Cristo Rey!
Deacon Gary



Advent Food Drive

Thank you to all who have been very generous with food
items and cash. They are so much appreciated.

Week Four — cookies, peanut butter (smooth), tuna in oil

There are boxes/baskets in the entries of <4
both parishes. }
Thank you for your anticipated donations.

Merry Christmas and God bless all of you. )R
Faye Riesterer (773-2422), Food Pantry Coordinator

Mass Schedule

Christmas Eve
4pm (HT) Wednesday, December 24
9pm (SG) Wednesday, December 24

Christmas Day
8am (HT) Thursday, December 25
10am (SG) Friday, December 25

Solemnity of Mary, Mother of God
5pm (SG) Wednesday, December 31
9am (HT) Thursday, January 1
(Holy Day of Obligation)

Area Parish Events &
Faith Formation Opportunities

Jan 6 — Feb 10 Learning on the Journey: A Winter Series on
Catholic Faith, Practices, and Perspectives; Roncalli High
School, 2000 Mirro Drive, Manitowoc. Tuesdays 6-7pm with social
to follow. No reading, no homework, no cost. Childcare available;
Attend as many or as few dates as you like. Register by emailing
theology@roncallicatholicschools.org. Advanced registration not
required but is appreciated.

Community Events

Fridays — Sundays, December 5 - December 21 Timm House
Christmas, 1600 Wisconsin Avenue, New Holstein. Fridays 5pm-
8pm; Saturdays and Sunday 11am-3pm. Visit the beautiful Timm
House decorated with the Nutcracker Ballet Christmas theme.
Bring your family and friends for a memorable outing. Adults (13+)
$5, Children 6-12 $2.50, Under 6 free. Proceeds benefit the New
Holstein Historical Society.

Receiving the Holy Eucharist
Changes Effective January 2026

1. The extraordinary minister of Holy Communion will
distribute to members of the choir first, followed by members
of the faithful who are seated in the back chairs.

2. If you take communion to a family member after Mass,
you will no longer be able to receive the additional Eucharist
in the communion line. Please speak with Father Joshua or
Deacon Gary to receive it after Mass. You will need a pyx
and a burse.

Advent Week 4: Peace

Glory to God in the highest and on
earth peace to those on whom his

favor rests.
Luke 2:14
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Inclement Weather
weaTtTHer Policy
Weekdays:

To determine the cancellation of daily Mass, scheduled
events, and office closure, the local school districts are
followed.

e Holy Trinity follows Kiel School District

e St. Gregory follows Valders School District
NOTE: If districts are delayed, our schedule will NOT change.

Weekends:

Cancellation of weekend Masses and events will be on local
TV and radio stations. If weather appears questionable,
please tune in to a local station.

Closures will be Listed As:
e Holy Trinity Parish, School Hill
e St. Gregory Parish, St. Nazianz

Therefore the Lord himself will give you a
sign; the young woman, pregnant and

about to bear a son, shall name him

Emmanuel.
Isaiah 7:14
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May you have the gift of FAITH,
the blessing of HOPE,
and the peace of His LOVE!
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The Story of the Nativity of the Lord

On this day, the Church focuses especially on the
newborn Child, God become human, who embodies for us all
the hope and peace we seek. We need no other special saint
today to lead us to Christ in the manger, although his mother
Mary and Joseph, caring for his foster-son, help round out
the scene.

But if we were to select a patron for today, perhaps
it might be appropriate for us to imagine an anonymous
shepherd, summoned to the birthplace by a wondrous and
even disturbing vision in the night, a summons from an
angelic choir, promising peace and goodwill. A shepherd
willing to seek out something that might just be too
unbelievable to chase after, and yet compelling enough to
leave behind the flocks in the field and search for a mystery.

On the day of the Lord’s birth, let’s let an unnamed,
“non-celebrity” at the edge of the crowd model for us the way
to discover Christ in our own hearts—somewhere between
skepticism and wonder, between mystery and faith. And like
Mary and the shepherds, let’s treasure that discovery in our
hearts.

Reflection

The precise dating in the Scripture readings for today
sounds like a textbook on creationism. If we focus on the time
frame, however, we miss the point. It lays out the story of a
love affair: creation, the deliverance of the Hebrews from
slavery in Egypt, the rise of Israel under David. It climaxes
with the birth of Jesus. Some scholars insist that from the
beginning God intended to enter the world as one of us, the

beloved people. Praise God!
https://www.franciscanmedia.org/saint-of-the-day/nativity-of-the-lord/

12 (+ 1) Ways to Celebrate Christmas
as a Catholic

Christmas is more than a single day—it's a season
of joy that begins on December 25 and continues through the
days to follow.

Within the Church, it's a season that spans the 12
Days of Christmas, culminating in the Feast of the Epiphany.
The Christmas season celebrates the birth of Christ and the
anticipation of his second coming, inviting us to embrace its
message of hope, peace, and love. These days are a
meaningful time to celebrate, offering a unique opportunity to
embrace the joy of Christ’s birth each day.

Here are 12 thoughtful ideas to celebrate Christmas
as a Catholic during this sacred time:

MO 1. Attend Christmas Day Mass
(’W Begin the season by attending Mass and
%@\‘9 dressing up to honor this Holy Day of

A&Fead N Obligation and the birth of Christ.

After Mass, gather family and friends to put on a Nativity play,
bringing the Christmas story to life in a fun, meaningful way.

2. Participate in the Feast of the Seven Fishes
Celebrate Christmas Eve with this Italian tradition, enjoying a
seafood feast to commemorate the birth of Christ at midnight.

3. Bless Your Home for the New Year

As you approach the New Year, invite a priest to bless your
home, asking for God’s protection and guidance in the
coming year.

4. Celebrate the Christmas Octave

The Christmas Octave extends the celebration from
December 25 to January 1, with feasts on each day.
Celebrate by hosting dinner at different homes each night or
have themed meals based on each feast day.

5. Celebrate Boxing Day on December 26

Use the Feast of St. Stephen, the first martyr, as an
opportunity for acts of generosity. Like St. Wenceslas, who
gave to those in need, you can deliver baked goods to
neighbors or package up donations for those in need.

6. Bless Wine on the Feast of St. John, on December 27
On the Feast of St. John the Evangelist, who survived
drinking poisoned wine, Gather with friends and family to
enjoy a meal, share stories, and toast to St. John'’s feast day.

7. Bless Your Children on the Feast of the
Holy Innocents on December 28

Mark the Feast of the Holy Innocents by
blessing your children with holy water,
remembering the young children of Bethlehem
persecuted by King Herod, and praying for all
children.

8. Celebrate the Feast of the Holy Family on the Sunday
after Christmas

Spend quality time as a family with a simple walk or shared
meal, reflecting on the Holy Family’s example and what it
means to be a Catholic family.


https://focus.org/posts/fr-mike-schmitz-worship-in-the-mass-like-never-before/

9. Offer a Rosary on the Solemnity of Mary,
Mother of God, on January 1

Celebrate Christmas as a Catholic by
honoring the Solemnity of Mary. Pray the
rosary, dedicate the new year to the protection
of Our Lady, or bring roses to place at her
statue at Mass.

10. Feast of the Most Holy Name of Jesus, on January 3
Reflect on the power of Jesus’ name in prayer, perhaps
creating a prayer card with personal or family intentions.

11. The Solemnity of the Epiphany of the Lord, on
January 4

Mark the Feast of the Epiphany by blessing your home with
chalk. Write the initials of the Magi (C+M+B) above the door,
symbolizing Christ’s blessing over your household. Celebrate
the visit of the Wise Men by exchanging small gifts and
hosting a potluck dinner with friends to mark the close of the
Christmas season.

12. The Baptism of the Lord, on the Sunday after the
Epiphany (January 11)

End the season by reflecting on Jesus’ baptism and renewing
your own baptismal promises.

13. Pray the Rosary all season, especially reflecting on
the Joyful Mysteries

One of the best ways to honor the Christmas season is by
living out the beginning of Jesus’ life. Connect with his mother
Mary through the Rosary and see his life through her eyes.

Embracing the Christmas season reminds us of the joy
beyond the festivities, letting Christ’s presence shine through

our everyday actions. Happy Advent and Merry Christmas!
https://focus.org/posts/12-ways-to-celebrate-christmas-as-a-catholic
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Liturgical Ministers
December 24 & 25

Greeters:
4pm HT: Wayne & Jan Bennin
8am HT: Sam & Jane Barnett
10am SG: Alice Petermann
9pm SG: Jeff Satori

Readers:
4pm HT: Mike Kleczewski
9pm SG: Isaac Isselmann
8am HT: Danielle Faust
10am SG: Mary Seichter

Extra Ordinary Ministers of the Eucharist:
4pm HT: Deacon Gary, Cindy Roeck
9pm SG: Allen Dietrich (B), Deacon Gary (W), Meg Post (W),
Jill Riesterer (choir)
8am HT: Danielle Faust
10am SG: Mary Seichter

Ushers:
4pm HT: Kraig Binversie, Glenn Neils, Billy O’'Neil
9pm SG: Rene Jelinek, Frank Riesterer
8am HT: Tim, Kim, & Ryan Schad
10am SG: Joe Weber, Rich Galien

Servers:
4pm HT: Bryce Valukas, Maddie Augustine
9pm SG: Vince Shimek
8am HT: Adam & Paul Faust
10am SG: Kevin Halverson

December 27 & 28

Greeters:
4pm SG: Kelly Isselmann
8am HT: Doug Schneider Family
10am SG: Martin & Mary Seichter
7pm HT: Volunteers

Readers:
4pm SG: Debbie Griem
8am HT: Gary Mueller
10am SG: Theresa Zimmermann
7pm HT: Cecelia DeBruin

Extra Ordinary Ministers of the Eucharist:
4pm SG: Allen Dietrich, Jill Riesterer
8am HT: Randy Neils, Mary Jo Grube
10am SG: Theresa Zimmermann, Jean Blattner
7pm HT: None

Ushers:
4pm SG: Ken Riesterer, Greg Stebnitz
8am HT: Tim Hruby, Bod & Clara Salm
10am SG: Kieth Biese, Joe Weber
7pm HT: Volunteers

Servers:
4pm SG: Tom Kopanski
8am HT: Cody Joas, Bryce Valukas
10am SG: Kevin Halverson
7pm HT: Logan Arnold

Scrip:
4pm SG: Connie Bell
8am HT: Barb Hruby
10am SG: Mary Seichter


https://focus.org/posts/how-to-pray-the-rosary/
https://focus.org/posts/why-catholics-pray-to-mary/
https://focus.org/posts/how-to-pray-the-rosary/
https://focus.org/posts/the-ultimate-guide-to-the-mysteries-of-the-rosary/
https://focus.org/posts/12-ways-to-celebrate-christmas-as-a-catholic

WEEKEND OF DECEMBER 20 & 21, 2025

Holy Trinity Stewardship for December 14, 2025

Weekly Fiscal Year Budget

Envelopes $ 4,383.00 $125,200.00
Loose $ 102.00 $ 16,000.00
Total $ 4,485.00 $141,200.00
Support Budget/Week $2,715.00 $ 64,790.20 received

for year

Difference This Week $1,770.00 $ 76,409.80 needed by
6/30/26

Green Sunday: $310.00
Christmas Flowers: $735.00
Immaculate Conception: $412.00
Retirement: $1,440.00

St. Gregory Stewardship: December 13 & 14, 2025

Weekly Fiscal Year Budget

Envelopes $2,944.00 $181,895.00
Loose $ 302.50 $ 14,210.00
Total Env. & Loose $3,246.50 $196,105.00
Support Budget/Week  $3,771.25 $ 76,474.47 received

for year

$1 19,63053 needed by
6/30/26

Difference this Week -$ 524.75

Total December Green Sunday: $100.00
Christmas Flowers: $855.00
Immaculate Conception: $363.00
Retirement: $741.00

Holy Trinity Scrip Program

Scrip is sold in the parish office:

Monday—Thursday 8am-Noon
Before and after 8am Mass on Sunday

Scrip Coordinator questions~920-773-2380

Sales ending December 14 — $5,330 (includes online sales)
Profits ending December14 — $201.15 (includes online sales)

Thank you to all who continue to purchase SCRIP!

HT Christian Women Calendar Winners are...

Dec 7 $30 Jamie Arenz, Valders #1285
Dec 8 $20 Ranold Kirsch, Plymouth #0725
Dec 9 $20 Lorie Becker, Kiel #0222
Dec 10 $20 Landon Hager, Kiel #1483
Dec 11 $20 Scott Knier, Green Bay #0769
Dec 12 $20 Jack Valukas, St. Nazianz #1637
Dec 13 $20 Julie Pitz, New Holstein #1933

St. Gregory Scrip Program

Scrip is sold in the parish office:
Monday—Thursday 8am-Noon
After Masses Saturday and Sunday

Scrip Coordinators: Marlene Zutz 920-901-4581
Sue Popp 920-773-2319

Scrip sales for week ending December 14: $4,828.55
3% (average) profit to the parish: $144.86

Thank you everyone who purchases Scrip!

Bulletin Deadline

Bulletin submissions must be received the

Tuesday two weeks prior to the date of print.
January 3 & 4 Bulletin

Submission Deadline is Monday, December 22

Parish Outreach

SG Nursing Home/Assisted Living: Melissa Frost 773-3270
SG Caring Hearts & Hands: Melissa Frost 773-3270

SG Food Pantry: Faye Riesterer 773-2422

SG Prayer Line: Contact the parish office.
HT Prayer Line: Contact the parish office.
Would you like to receive Communion at home?

St. Gregory Parishioners please contact: Mary Olig 775-4756
or the parish office 773-2511.

Holy Trinity Parishioners please contact: Dennis and Karen
Graf 693-8700 or the parish office 920-773-2380.

Sacraments

Baptism, Marriage: Call the Parish Office
Anointing of the Sick: Call the Parish Office

Parish Contacts

Rev. Josuva Arulanandu
920-200-6029
holytrinitystgregorypastor@gmail.com

Parish Administrator

Deacon Dcn. Gary Wilhelm
920-905-3478
dcnwilhelm@gmail.com

Holy Trinity Parish Office  Barb Hruby
920-773-2380
holytrinityparish@tds.net

St. Gregory Parish Office  Rita Steffen
920-773-2511
sgparishoffice@gmail.com

Religious Education Coord. Patty Wilhelm
920-773-2511
sgfaithformation@gmail.com
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